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the first are mainly of a judicial and retributive cha-
racter, and wrought on a large field; the last are
miracles of mercy; and the intermediate are more or
less of a romantic or poetical cast. Yet, among the
Mosaic we find the changing of the rod into a serpent,
and the sweetening of the water by a branch, which
belong rather to the second period; and among the
Christian are the deaths of Ananias and Sapphira,
which resemble the awful acts of the first; while
Philip's transportation by the Spirit, and the ship's
sudden arrival at the shore, might be ranked among
those of the second.
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6r. And moreover this circumstance is worth con-
sidering, that a sort of analogy exists between the
Ecclesiastical and Evangelical histories, and the Pro-
phetical and Mosaic. The Prophetical and Ecclesias-
tical aro, each in its place, a sort of supplement to the
supernatural manifestations with which the respective
Dispensations open, and present to us a similar internal
character. And, whereas there was an interval be-
tween the age of Moses and the revival of miraculous
-power in the Prophets, though extraordinary provi-
dences were never wholly suspended, so the Eccle-
siastical gift is restricted in its operation in the
first centuries compared with the exuberant exercise
recorded of it in the fourth and fifth; and as the